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I. An expression of concern that Soviet ships 
might be under Instructions to challenge the quarantine 
and consequently create a confrontation at sea between 
Soviet ships and Western Hemisphere ships which could 
lead to an escalation of violence. 

II. An expression of concern that such a 
confrontation would destroy the possiblity of the talks 
such as you have suggested as a prelude to a political 
settlement. 

III. An expression of hope that Soviet ships will be 
held out of the Interception area for a limited time In order 
to permit discussions of the modalities of an agreement. 

IV. An expression of your confidence, on the basis 
of Soviet ships not proceeding to Cuba, that the United 
States will avoid a direct confrontation with them during 
the same period in order to minimize chances of an untoward 
Incident. 


